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Being sociotechnically in the upstream phase, nanotechnology raises a variety of
complex, uncertain, and contentious issues. Its inherent multidisciplinarity and
application diversity reveals the limit of conventional technology forecasting which
tends to be monovalent, linear, optimistic, technocentric, and less comprehensive and

less integrative. This kind of expert -based, analytic approach often downplays views

from the public. On the other hand, public participatory exercises have increased to

engage technology with the societ vy. I n this approach, howe
perspectives are in most cases left out of the discussion of public upstream engagement.

Against these tendencies in both analytic and participatory approaches this paper

proposes a more reflective andreflexive appr oach call ed 6interactiv

This is expected to present divergent views on social, economical and cultural
implications on nanotechnology through a dialogue between experts and us as the
public. We therefore aim first to map future sce narios of nanotechnology and its social
ramifications reflecting public views. A series of interviews with experts for the
mapping also serve another aim to explore their divergent views. From the
triangulation of mapping future scenarios and expert perspe  ctives, we reflexively draw
some lessons for the communication between experts and the public and our

methodology.
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